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Child Psychology 
Exercise: Spanking 

 
NOTE: Where your opinions are requested, rest assured that you are not graded on these opinions 
per se, but rather the clarity, detail, and insight you display in expressing them.  I am looking for 
evidence you have given this topic thoughtful consideration, and (in later sections) have grappled 
with the data and arguments presented. 
 
 
 
He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline him. 

 (Pv. 13:24 , NVI) 
 
 
1.  People have interpreted this verse in many different ways.  What is your interpretation? (Include 

an explanation of what you believe the term "rod" to mean.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What is your position on spanking?  What do you believe are its effects on children and why/how 

would it cause these effects?  Justify by explaining how your position is based on personal 
experience, intuition, this course, past coursework, etc. (Be sure to include some mention of 
knowledge gained in psychology courses!) 



3. (double-weighted) What methodological challenges must psychologists face in trying to research 
the effects of spanking? (Include all ten areas you learned, with one example for each. For 
causality, use one of the potential outcomes you identified in #2.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Read the attached section, from a textbook (“The Case Against Corporal Punishment”: Papalia, 
Gross, & Feldman, 2003, p. 444) and discuss your reaction.  In what ways are the studies 
described weak and in what ways strong (how well do they address the methodological 
challenges you identified)?  Do any of the findings surprise you? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Now read Lynch, Turkheimer, et al (2006) (You can skim over the methods & results: focus on 

the intro & discussion.)  First, identify the study’s two main conclusions (state these in your 
own words).  Next, explain how their research design differs from past work. 



6. Having examined your own experience, and the two readings here, what is your position on 
spanking now?  (Note: You do not need to have changed your mind, but you do need to justify 
your position in the context of both the readings. Your final position is a decision, not an 
empirical question itself, so can be based on other beliefs & values, but you need to engage 
the related empirical evidence.) 



 
 


